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On the Use of Al in Paleographic Transcription:

A Case Study from Modern France
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This paper examines the extent to which Al proved useful at various stages of the paleographic transcription of
the private manuscript notebooks (Carnets, four volumes) left by Joseph-Charles Mardrus (1868—1949), the
translator of the French version of The Thousand and One Nights, which was published in Paris during the Belle
Epoque and achieved remarkable popularity. The transcription work was conducted under an exclusive
authorization granted by Mardrus’s legal heirs. The present report focuses on Carnet A, whose transcription is

scheduled for publication in March 2026.
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— Autre carré magique donnant le nombre 40 dans tous
les sens. Celui-ci préserve les enfants de la variole, et
immunise contre maladies de la peau. Comme le total de
tous les nombres est 160 qui égale = y¥ bois , il faut faire
fumer du bois dans la maison pour en chasser le mal.
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L’hermétisme c’est la voie ou 1’on rencontre le
Trismégiste, Orphée, Pythagore, Plotin , Alexandre, Virgile,
Dante, Eckart, Botticelli.
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