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Abstract:

Various studies have been conducted on the complex structures of narratives that combine multiple stories.
However, it cannot be said that the methods for sustaining longer stories by analyzing the connective
relationships between multiple narratives have been sufficiently clarified. Furthermore, research analyzing
the relationship between the Purpose of the Protagonist and the actions taken to achieve that purpose has
rarely been conducted. In extending a story's length, several methods can be considered: creating a
sequential structure that generates a new purpose after the Purpose of the Protagonist is achieved to prolong
the story; creating a Parent-child hierarchy where a purpose exists as a means to achieve another purpose
to lengthen the process toward achievement; or creating parallel structures where multiple purposes are
pursued simultaneously to increase the complexity of the narrative. In this study, we selected and compared
"Narou-type novels," which are primarily text-based with a free serialization format, and "fantasy manga,"
which are primarily visual and operate within a magazine serialization framework. For our analysis targets,
we strictly selected works of particularly high popularity. This is because even with a limited number of
works, discovering common structures among overwhelmingly popular long-form works representing their
genres allows these structures to be identified as essential characteristics for constructing successful long-
form narratives. To conduct the analysis, the Purpose of the Protagonist and the means were digitized using
newly developed tags, and the relationships between purposes were described. As a result of analyzing
chronological sequential relationships, commonalities were found in the connections related to information
gathering. Analysis of the Parent-child hierarchy clarified frequently occurring purposes as both parent and
child purposes in both media. Commonalities were also found in the differences between means in the
parent and child purposes. Analysis of parallel relationships revealed that light novels possess a narrative
structure that allows for parallel relationships, whereas manga possess a structure where parallel
relationships are rarely observed. Furthermore, a consistency verification was conducted for the developed
categories used to analyze the Purpose of the Protagonist.
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