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Visual clues for efficient score reading by pianists
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When pianists read the musical score, they must decode a large number of notes and almost spontaneously transform them
into music performance. Plausibly, they have no enough time to read every single note. To improve the efficiency of reading
the notes, there is a possibility that pianists use geometric features in the musical score such as the distance between notes.
We performed a behavioral experiment to investigate what kind of visual clues are used by pianists when they read musical
notes. We found that pianists could read octave intervals more easily than single notes though the octave interval consisted of
two notes. It might be because pianists can automatically recognize the visual pattern of the octave interval, and estimate

their key positions based on the note closer to the staff.
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