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Shikakeology in Museum: Artwork Captions as Shikake
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In museums, especially in art museum, there are several visitors only reading captions (short explanation displayed next to
artwork in exhibition room) without seeing any artworks. When we regard caption as a Shikake which is aiming to make
visitors see artwork, each caption already has a physical trigger because caption and artwork are usually displayed on same
wall so that visitors can easily see both caption and artwork in the same time. Although there are physical trigger, captions
are not functioning as expected. In this paper, we tried to add psychological triggers by adding some features to captions. The
presence of change in how they see artwork was measured by participants’ impressions to each artworks and each captions.
The result of the experiment was suggesting that amount of information which seems to included in the caption will effect on
the impression to the artwork. By our experiment, we can suggest the possibility of a Shikake displayed in sentence.
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