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Responsibility judgments toward traffic accidents by autonomous cars: Are entities with mind
responsible?
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The present study investigated the responsibility judgments in a traffic accident involving an autonomous car. Participants
read a vignette of a fictitious accident and answered to a set of questions. This survey revealed that (1) people did not accept
the notion that artificial intelligence (Al) is “responsible” for the accident, even when Al behaved autonomously as if it had
the capacity of mind, and (2) those who tend to anthropomorphize objects (i.e., perceive mind in objects) attributed
responsibility to the manufacturer regardless of whether Al caused the accident.
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