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Analysis of ideophones for physically perceived and imagined rice crackers
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Ideophones are bodily grounded expressions that can vividly describe physical experiences. In this study, we combined cognitive
linguistics and food science to investigate the difference between the physically perceived and imagined textures of foods by analyzing
mimetic expressions used to describe them. In two experiments, we asked Japanese speakers to verbally describe different levels of rice
cracker hardness. In food science, hardness is regarded as the most important factor to describe rice crackers. The results show that
imagined hardness and physically perceived hardness are typically expressed by different ideophones. Most importantly, the imagined
and physical experiences of eating evoked prototypes with different hardness.
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