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What is ‘understanding meaning’? : An approach from the communication theory
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This paper discusses the question, “What is understanding meaning?”’ In order to answer this question, we need a model

that depicts how human beings process the meaning of language. This paper uses a model for communication called

knowledge-based coding developed in the field of communication theory. This model was originally developed for image

communication, but this paper generalizes it to cover human communication using language. The details of the generalized

model are explained in the paper. Furthermore, this model is used to explain how human beings understand the meaning of

sentences of natural language.
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