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Although some conversations in collaborative tasks do not convey sufficient information to accomplish the tasks,
people are often able to succeed them. One possible reason for such successes is that a person who has a higher
linguistic ability somehow compensates others ’ linguistic incompetence. In order to examine this possibility, we
analyzed Map-Task-Kids corpus in which adults and children work collaboratively to accomplish several common
goals. The results showed that when adults communicated with children, they tended to use* polarity-questions”

and”
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requests ” in order to obtain information that was necessary to accomplish the tasks.
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