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Tele-presence robot helps Remote ICT Lecture course among senior citizens

MY

Akihiro Kosugi

T RAART A B — e AR

IBM Japan Co., Ltd.

Encouraging public engagement of senior citizens is an emerging demand in the society. We have driven remote lecture
courses of tablet-pc among senior citizens of Sendai and Nishinomiya to seek possibility of expanding the chance for them to
participate in and to contribute to the community. However, remote communication is lacking sense of presence and affinity,
which often brings awkwardness in conversation. Therefore, we introduced a new type of tele-presence robots to overcome
such situation leveraging its embodiment. This paper has attempted to show if the elderly people can reconcile controlling
robots and giving lectures, consequently, bringing further sense of presence for better possibility of closer understanding.
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Figure 1. Lecturer using Cogi. (left: in students’ class room,

right: lecturer)
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Figure 2. Lecturers’ impression by operational feature.
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Figure 3. Students’ impression during the course.
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Figure 5. Students’ impression by change in the movement
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Figure 4. Change in rotational position. (left: before, right: after)
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