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Factors affecting misinterpreting jumbled Japanese nonwords to be correct words
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In our previous study where Japanese two-kanji compound words were used as stimuli, it was shown that reaction
times and error rates of lexical decision task (participants answer if the stimuli are correct word or transposed word
as quickly as possible) depended significantly on outline shapes of kanji characters. That is, compared to the
words composed of differently outline-shaped kanji characters, if two kanji characters had the same outline shape,
reaction times were longer and error rates higher. Here we report results that our previous results, where two
kanji characters were aligned horizontally, also hold in the case characters are aligned vertically. Besides we discuss
the influences of the number of strokes of kanji characters, as a possible measure of complexity, on participant’s

reactions.
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