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The Development of a Learning Support System for Academic Second Language Listening based on
Strategy Object Mashups with a Case Study
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Most students in foreign educational institutes are lack of academic second language ability which is considered to be very
important for their academic life. Among the four language activities (Reading, Listening, Speaking and Writing), the
listening comprehension ability is perceived as the most difficult to improve. The purpose of this research is to support the
training of academic listening skills for students pursuing academic success in a foreign educational institute. We have
identified several learning strategies proved to be effective for cultivating academic skills from related work and built up the
respective strategy models. Based on the established strategy models, we have developed the mashups environment where
various strategy objects (function units) can be assembled and operated. Unlike previous learning systems that provided
identical functions to the learners, this research is expected to provide the learners with self-adjustable environment to the
learners. Furthermore, we also attach listening strategies and tactics to each object to improve the metacognitive awareness of
strategy application of the learners, for the effectiveness in listening practice as proved in past studies. A case study was
conducted to evaluate the effectiveness of the system showed several positive results which validated our proposal.
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