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The Influences of Ways of Information Gathering by using Internet on Idea Generation
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In this study, we focus on clarifying the influence of ways of information gathering by using Internet on idea
generation. We conducted an idea generation experiment which followed information gathering by using Internet
search. As a result, many participants gathered technical information about the target of idea generation task
which contributed to the result that the ideas generated by them were rated lower in terms of Originality and New

Value. This way of information gathering was considered to be caused by the participants ’

tendency of Internet

search such as using search words which seemed closely related to the task given and following links from one page
to another. Our findings suggest that the tendency to gather technical information, which occurs with the use of
Internet search, negatively affect performance in creative idea generation.
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