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Various Aspects of Trebling in Narratives
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Trebling means that a certain element of a narrative structure is repeated three times. This element is not only part of the
attributes of characters appearing in a narrative structure, but also an individual or collective function of Propp's structural
function model. The aim of this paper isto analyze various aspects of trebling in narrative texts that we collected in fieldwork
from islands in the Western Indian Ocean (Madagascar, Réunion, Seychelles, Comoros and Zanzibar) and in the One
Thousand and One Nights which had a great influence on narratives of these islands, to show how the phenomenon of
trebling in particular cases creates a multi-structured and self-similar narrative text.
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