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Argo: A global ocean monitoring system for climate change
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Since the global warming are recently recognized as a serious problem for human society, better understanding of current
status and mechanisms of climate changes, and forecasting future changes are desired. The ocean is one of the most
important elements in the climate system, because heat capacity of sea-water is 1000 times as much as of air. However,
widely covered ocean monitoring has been difficult, because methodology of oceanic observation was mainly made by
research vessels in a long history. Therefore, autonomous, long-term, real-time and globally-covered ocean monitoring
system is essential. International Argo program was started in 2000, with a purpose to construct real-time ocean monitoring
system by deployment of 3000 Argo floats in the global oceans. Every 10 days, the Argo floats operated by a over 30
countries produce temperature and salinity data down to 2000 m, all of which are freely available to everyone via internet.
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