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A quantitative study of the interactional function of mimetics
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This paper presents quantitative evidence for the interactional nature of sound-symbolic words based on two studies of

Japanese mimetics. Study 1 reports that, in Twitter, “replies” and “unofficial retweets,” which are directed to particular

followers, are more likely to contain a mimetic than normal tweets. Study 2 observes that mimetics are more frequently found
in later parts of an utterance, which tend to have a higher speech rate, in Diet records. These two findings reinforce the
previous proposal that mimetics function as a lexical strategy of high involvement and interactionality. We also propose a

frame-semantic model that captures how the interactional pragmatics of mimetics derives from their iconic semiosis.
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