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A Digital Picture Book with Sub-stories guided by “Illustrated Characters”
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A picture book for children is a suitable domain for e-books or tablet type computers, both being widely spread
recently. Because, the story can be flexibly changed in these type of devices. Also, these devices have Web camera.
The camera can detect the user status automatically. In order to make the best use of these devices, this paper
proposes a new digital picture book system. The proposed system has two notable features. One is a flexible
story change by using sub-stories guided by “illustrated characters.” The parents or teachers can change the
story flexibly in the act of reading. The other one is real time feedback function of the child’s line of sight. The
parents/teachers can recognize the response from the child. A prototype system was implemented and practically
applied at a kindergarten school. The evaluation result shows that the real time feedback is appreciated by the
teachers. However, the multi story was not effective to attract the child’s attention. This result suggests that most
contemporary children are not interested in “deep story”, but also expect “movement” or “illustrated character”

in the picture book.
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