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Visual effects to highlight a remote person’s approach enhance telepresence
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In videoconference, body motion presented by screen images is less noticeable than physical body motion, so it is difficult
to grasp a remote person’s behaviors. We developed two additional functions which highlight a remote person’s approach.
One function moved a local display forward when a remote person approached a camera. The other function made a remote
camera zooming in when a remote person approached a camera. We conducted an experiment and observed that both
functions amplified the presence of a remote person who moved. Even if a remote person didn’t move, the movement of the
display was effective. On the other hand, if a remote person didn’t move, the zooming in and out of the camera was not
effective. They both produced similar visual effects, but, they amplified the presence of a remote person by different methods.
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