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Debate is Effective in Acquiring Skills for Writing an Argumentative Essay
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In university, first year students should learn how to write academic papers. Students are required to make claims and
demonstrate the logic behind them. By the time they finish high school, they only have experience in writing a simple
knowledge-telling composition. The difficulty is that writing an academic paper has “ill-structured problems”; in other words,
students are often at a loss when they are asked to write about an abstract theme. This paper shows that educational debate is
a very effective method to solve some of the ill-structured problems of argumentative essay writing, because preparing and
exercising for debate involves a process of organizing one’s preliminary ideas into an assertive and demonstrative structure.
Moreover, group activities in the preparation process reduce the cognitive load of an individual student trying to solve ill-
structured problems. We tested a method of using debate preparation for academic essay writing with 93 first year students.
The result was that educational debate was useful to prepare academic papers; the arguments became clear and well-
supported, and the number of references to other work increased. Most of the papers changed from individual knowledge

telling to information-supported argumentative essays.
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