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An Attempt to Assist Understanding Information
using Pictograms for Mentally Retarded Persons
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Recently, there is a lot of attention on using pictograms as a communication method for foreigners, infants
and the handicapped. In order to express complicated concepts with pictograms, it is necessary to combine
several pictograms. Traditionally, this is done using a linear layout. However, we have proposed the use of
two-dimensional pictogram arrangements. This paper evaluates mentally retarded person’s understanding of two-
dimensional pictograms and a pictogram authoring tool which one can create it easily.
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