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Coalition Structure Generation Utilizing Compact Characteristic Function Representations
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Forming effective coalitions is a major research challenge in Al and multi-agent systems. Coalition structure
generation (CSG), which involves partitioning a set of agents into coalitions so that social surplus is maximized, is a
central research topic due to its computational complexity. In this paper, we present new methods for CSG utilizing
recently developed compact representation schemes for characteristic functions. We characterize the complexity of
CSG under these representation schemes. In this context, the complexity is driven more by the number of “rules”
than by the number of agents. Furthermore, we develop mixed integer programming formulations and show that
an off-the-shelf optimization package can solve these problems quite efficiently, i.e., it can solve instances with a
few hundred of agents, while the state-of-the-art algorithm (which does not make use of compact representation)

can solve instances up to 27 agents.
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FEmpr—y = M THRABRERESZ & TRER
N7 — o [[fH 96] IZHRWT, R EE LOHHEBER (12
#) 2WIED 2 L, TRbbRIEEDTEMIT, BRI
AHTHD. REMERKFE (CSG, Coalition Structure
Generation) [Sandholm 97] Ti%, =—Y =¥ NOEE%, 1k
SRR GO BSkRMbEnD L onEds. Zo
Mg, Al R~ L F ==y bOSBHICRNT, LY —E
EHERODMRDE LD ENTIRIND.

WH 7 — LT, === MR T 2REICH LT, £
DA %5 2 2% (FetEBI%) BEET . BEFOETIL,
7= L ORI R TR S ND T L ZHE L LTV
0, [EEORMERBAERR T 51213 0(2") OXRFLEL LE
LT BHled, ZLOT—V = NRFET LW — LTI
BURAY 7 I IR E TR R Off 2 38 195 2 L13 T
b5, L Lild, FeERAROME I S ORI FEIET
DTcth, ZORHEAFIN L7 EIERLE 2 FRETH 0, M A THE
FE TP TW D [leong 05, Conitzer 06).

FEME RS O il FLiR 5 & LT, MC-nets (Marginal Con-
tribution networks) [leong 05] X> SCG (Synergy Coalition
Group) [Conitzer 06] NWFIET H. ZDE SIS, RO
FIFRIEIC BT DAFSEAET 2 — 5T, TAHDFEER
PRSI TE AR TR LIS 9 2 B ZE I3 BUE & TITAThi TR,
ZIT, AR TIE, IbOFEERIGH L CIREEREETEZ R
REZ iR < WFFEAAT 5 0. BRI, MC-nets, SCG @2
DFEERNTERETD, TNENOMRERIET 5.
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XD DNTERBRFOFR R EFREICT D, £lo, ThbDFikEx
TV RRESIERIEIE, Ho%Kob LT, PAERKIC
TLEIR =N ORHERERRTLMETHLLWS
HER AR, FFEORET RIS ANBEIE NP &
HTehy, MEOYA Iz —V = bOETRL “b—17
OEUTRATET 5. £T2, TNENOBEONE 208 4G
EIZkoTERL L, Wfilkok#{b>e v (ILOG CPLEX)
Lo THRMIZIN L ORMBEEES Z ERAETH 5.

2. ETIL

BT — L TIEHREREESREO b o TN ERET 2.
FEERIS 0 L1, ==V NORKERE AL THEE, £
DEREETHLT—T 2 FORE () S2ol8ET2
BETHY, v(S) 3R SITBT 22— PR AILT
GIE L ke

TE 1 (BHEER) SRRy 2 - RIE, FEOT—Vx
Y EOEE SITHL, SITETOIE—Y = M LT
W52 v(S) 252 5.

FPEBEOTEE, F— A ORBICHIS LIcBE AR D, £
ORFH LB E L U CTEINEMEDRFET S, EINEE S,
SiNS; =0 ZWI T EEOREE S;,S; IZ20 T, o(S:) +
v(S;) < v(S;US;) BIKNLT DHEDZ L&\ 5. Rtk
EIMEM 2T IBE, RO AN 25 2 iIck> T4
DT—T = NOANBLTHZ LT, 2oL XKD
A IRIAET DITIE, AED RO, T 7b b ies
EEERTIUE L. UL, $EERSROMEINENE AT S a0
Bh, EREESSHORIE RKILT D EIFRLARV. 20
LI RGA, ThEThoo—Y = R EIREEICE TS
Lo, REOHEEBZZDNERDD.

HREREERMETIE, =Yz FOSKESEZ VLS
INOHECYEIT D, Zhk CS ={851,5,...} LTDLx,
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CS G LV, CSITUIT &2

Vi,j (i #3j), Sins; =0, |J Si=A

S;eCs

REEO LT OTHH V(CS) 1X, CSIZHEENDTT
DEREOHAOT, F7205 V(OS) = Xg cos0(Si) Th 2.
PR G RR MEEICB T B & 1%, V(CS) BIR & 72 D1
WiEERRT 52 L, Thbb YOS, V(CS*) > V(CS) &
T CS* ARRTHLThD.

3. FERA% o RS ECE

AREETIL, REENIER R R m6E 70 Fr ik B 5L o fifi g
FeakiEE LT, MC-nets & SCG Z#NT 5.

3.1 MC-nets

Teong & Shoham ¥, marginal contribution networks
(MC-nets) & MEINDHMHEMHBOMKBLBELZRE L
7= [leong 05]. ZDOFEL, HEOHHEZ L —LOERITL -
TR T 52 LT, RO Z PRI T 5.

E#E 2 (MC-nets) MC-nets 1%, #EESHZTX& 1—L
DEA RICE->TibBEnd. EEDOL—L r € RIT,
(PryNy) = v EWVWOBETREIND. PN, IZZNTEN “9F
FELRTNERLR0 BL FEL TR bR =—
VIV]\@%/EI\T&JV), P, C Aer - A, PN N, = 0
ThHDH. v, € R, L—r R EATEASONAE
#9. P. C Sand N, NS 0 RV LHO L X, L—
Jbor [ZIREE S ICHEM AR TH D LWV, S T RTRE e
N—NVO2FEELGE Rs £ T2 L%, [LREOREE S OH
Fu(S) =3, cryvr THABND. LED ST, {EEOREY
HEDHMIL V(OS) = Ygecs Yorens Ur THD.

fE3k, MC-nets [Z& NN —/VZIEABH O %D
2B EEFRL TV, KWL T, NV WIRNTIEOH AR
DX IR S, F, EEOL—LrIZONWT P >1 &
REST 2. ZOFIRDOL ETH, MCnets xHWWTHH WD
FeEBAs AR T E B

Bll15 ND=—T=> b a,bc,dell kBB I17— 2B
T, 1 ({be},{}) — 3, r2 : ({a,b,c},{d}) — 2, r3 :
({a,d},{}) — 1, ra: ({c},{e}) = 1 &5 4 DDL—H
FrEBEE A IS IRk L CnWD &5, Zodk X, {a,bc} &
WORRBEIZIIL— by Loy NERITTRETH Y, Z OO
Hixv({a,b,c}) =v(r1) +v(r:) =2+1=3 Th 5.

3.2 SCG

Conitzer & Sandholm 1%, ¥V —##iEA (SCG, Syn-
ergy Coalition Group) & FEEHL 5 ¢ RIS O fii g Foak 1% 2 42
Z L7z [Conitzer 06]. ZOFEL, =—Y = FOMAEEIC
Ko THT RPN EEN DI (U —1%HE) L 2D
DHEFLRT D T & T, FMEBIR ORISR & FTREIC T 5.

EE 3 (VFO—IREES) v U—REEES (ULT, SCG
DR D) 1L, ' S & ZDOEH v(S) DMAE (S,v(S))
ODEATHD. TEOREE SICBELT, FFUEEOERT S
A v(S) = max{} g5 ., v(Si)} THD. ps L, ps OfE:
BOBR S FENILEIS 2R, Ug, ¢, Si=85 T
v, (Si,v(Si)) € SCGTHDLHI7 S DHRFNTHLD. £z,
S BUTHERFETHH L HICT B2, |S| =172 544H1X
TRTSCGITHFEND LT 5.

SCG Mg S DM ZFLR L TW2RWGES, SCGIZEE
NOREEETN S ORI EELD Z L THMEHETHZ
ERTED. oL, 16RO SCG DELTIE, BIMENMEA
7o T RFEBIE L Gk TE 2R, EEINEME A T & AoV VR R
BOFMETLR 2 WREL 75720, AT ps (ZELF Ol
R D,

e Vps C ps, where [ps| > 2, Us,,, Si:0(Us,ep, 50))
S
1L SCG DEFH TR,

O, BEOSHERENT DI REEE 5EIT 5
L&, SCG OEHRTH HIMEL LV /NI 7RI BT & R
WZEEBRELTWD. ZO&EBEMMUT SCG 1L, EME
e STV E I U & LH b DR
WTED. ZhUE, BRETHLTNTCOREZ SCG DEFRE LT
iE, B Fo<RILARERIETE D10 THS.

Bl25 NOD=—T=> b a,bedellXBBNT—HCE
WT, SCG = {({a},0), ({6},0), ({c}, 1), ({d},2), ({e}, 3),
({a,b},3), ({a,b,c},3)} &roTWVWDHETH., ZDEZE,
v({d,e}) = v({d}) +v({e}) =5 &7V, v({a,b,c,d,e}) =
v({a,b,c}) + v({d}) + v({e}) 8 b, Zihix,
v({a,b,¢,d,e}) DRREFHFET D L &, {a,b}U{c} = {a,b,c}
LWVHREER SCGIZFUR SN TV DT, ZOfREE I 505
#FceEiwy, 77205 v({a,b})+v({c})+v({d})+v({e}) =9
L1 {a,b,c,d, e} ODPAEHENTE WD THD.

4. REFZ*
REETIL, BEAFOKRERIE O RS Fo b i 2 W TR
R % i < FIEEIRET 5.

4.1 MC-nets W -IREEEDRK
AHEITIE, MC-nets DR THNA—NDTZ T7HRBLLE, &
DOFEHEAE ST R OfF 2 R8O 2 Lk E R~ 5.

EE 4 (ERABEBIL—LES) V—LOES R C RIZO
VT, AEEOL— v € R BLF PRI AT
Tk RARIE CS BIEETH L E, R ITHEBTHE
BA—NESTHD” L),

Bl 1 &0, {ro,ra} &I —NEEE, {{a,b,c},{d e}}
EVIIREERSEIC Lo THEBRATRETH H. — 7, {r1,re,ma} X
{ro,rs} LI N—NVEHFITFEHAAEETHS. MCnets b
CITROEM RIS A R T D22 L1, Y cp vr BERKIET
D897, FEBFRRL—NIES R 2HERTHZ LI L.

EE 5 (JL—ILEOER) TED 20— r & ¢ ORI
1%, UFIERT )R A FOBBRAEET S, b 0%
1%, HEEONL— VORI 1 DLt 5.

Fi2# TR A A (Compatible on the same coalition)
P-N P, #@ and P. NN, = P, NN, = 0 BN D
L&, b= b by IR TEM AR TH L. # 1
TIE, r & o ZFRE TN ARETHD. 1 & re &
FRFCH#H T2 &%, S D {a,b,c,e} and d & S %iiiT-
THHE S S CS I ET S,

WA A EE (Incompatible) P,NP. # 0 and (P-NN, #
0 or P NN, #0) BELT D&, —br & [
SMARFEETH D, Bl 1T, re & ry (XML ARAEETH
b, Zhbd 2 o0/ — WERICHEHFTE 20,
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compatible on  *

the same coalition] compatible on

/ different coalitions
({a, b, c} {an/) -C(;m-pa;tlBlE on @
the same coalition

X 1: ] LIS — D75 THKH

#thi2# CHILATEE (Compatible on different coalitions)
P.NP., =0 and (P-N Ny #0 or P NN, # 0) 2
WALt B L&, A—br & (IR TN ARETH
L. Bl 1T, & org IMIREECHNIAIEETH D, Z
NHOA—LEFICEAT 5 & %, S D {be} and
So D {c} Wil T LB D 2 DD S, So B

SIHET S,

37 (Independent) P,NP. =0 and P, NN = PN
N, = QBN THEX, L—r & FMITHS.
Bl 1TIE, r & rg IFIMSETHY, FUEREEICL RS
FEEIC S, FERFCEAAETH .

MC-nets 12 L BV —VDERL, HL—1LVE ) —F,
AVEOGRE =y L L7 77 TRETES. K11, 157
107 I 7RBEZRT. 2L, U Oy JIFEET 5.

UTOEBIIN—NVESNEHFEETH DO DO ME+5
FFEFLRT S,

EE 1 V—VOHEAE R X, UTOEFERICH-T & X,
FlEOL XIZRY EHFHRETH D.

(a) R, “TSIARARE” 7o v O CHlfE SNz —L (/) —
R) O AEFFZ720.

(b) RCEENDEZEDOL—NL (V) —F) OHN ‘il T
ML AR 7oy U TCHFE SN TNDH & &, Zor—
(/—F) OfIE “RIEEE Tl AR 72y PIC L 5 T
BIFEARARETH D.

FE 2 FprEBI%A MC-nets Z# VTR L TWD & X, &
WG AR AT D LI NPREECHD. F72, NP =
ZPP CRIFAUZ, VB e > 01k LTh, O(|R|* ) I
M COUBT LT Y X LIXTEE LRV,

EE 2 |23 B i RS EA RO MC-nets & VW 7428
BRI~ DIFE X, L—/LB O “WSLARFEE” MBI
XBLZABRKEV. 7T 7ONERIC “TNL AR 7oy Y
DIELRWEA, Z OREEEERIEL, /oy ME
O—Ab TH D~V T Ay M [Vazirani 01] 125 LY.

E#&E 6 (MC-nets |2 & 5 RIEBEMAHEDES BREEERR)

2o eR, v ZERKAET D, FEARRAL—VDOES R %A
oMM, BITO XD RBEGEHEIARMEL L TRATE S,

max ZTGR v - 2(7)
s.t.Ve = (r,r'"), where e is an “incompatible” edge,

z(r) +x(r') <1, — (i)
Ve = (r,7"), where e is
a “compatible on different coalitions” edge,
dis(e,r) =0, dis(e,r') > 1, — (ii)
Ve' = (r1,72), where €' is
a “compatible on the same coalition” edge,
dis(e,r1) < dis(e,r2) + (1 — z(r1)) + (1 — z(r2)),
— (i)
dis(e,r2) < dis(e,r1) + (1 —z(r1)) + (1 — z(r2)),
— (i)
Vr € R, z(r) € {0,1}.

N—vr PIBIREND L&, x(r) =175, il (1) 1T
“ESLARRIRE” 72Ty TR XN I — VL DRARFTE L 720
LERRGET D, E72, K (1) ITE o T, “fhiHE TSz Arae”
Ry Ye=(rr) DENENIZONT, e DR/ EH%
dis(e,7) = 0 > dis(e,r’) > 1 Th D ELERTH. Hil# (iii)
L (iv) 1F, “FHRHEETRINZFIRE” ey P THREITR TV D L—
VO ry & re ZFEIFIZEIRT 551X, ThH0L—Ld
HEEHINTH LN E2RAET 5. £, dis(e,r) = 003D
dis(e,r") > 1 BV LD & &, r & v [TEWIC “FIREE Tl
SEATRE 72Ty VIC Lo TEEARTRE TH 5 2 EBRFES N D.

ZORBTIE, BHEOBITIN—VOEIZHE L. din, ded,
des ZZZNEN “TILATFIRE?, “MAHE TMISLFTRE?, “[iE
PECTHWNLAEE Ry VOB THDH T2 LE, HIKNOKIT
din + dca(2des +1) THD.

4.2 SCG Z#RUW-{REEEDRK

KHEHITIE, SCG &R\ TIRIERER L EE DR Z KD 5 )7
FEIZOW TS,

FEMEBIEZ SCG % W TREIgIZREIR 2 & &, Fili 7o 2l
it CS* R B7-HIC1E, SCG DHEHETHHRED L%
E A gV s AN

FE 3 V(CS) = V(CS*) and VS € CS, (S,v(S)) € SCG
BT IR TS OS B TTEET S,

EH 3 LV, SCG &b &IThBEMRIEHIEZIRET 52 &
%, =V hEME L, SCG DEFRTHLIBEEE AFLEE
2T %, MAEA—7 v a icBT A ERBEICELL,
F- ZNFELO S EEFTEMBEICE LU [Sandholm 02].

FE 4 SCGEHWTRMERS AR L Cnd & &, fai etz
HEREEEZ R AT HZ LI NPRETHSD. £z, NP = ZPP
TRITNE, Wb e> 01X LTh, O(SCGP°) HeH
TOWELT A TY X NITAFELE LRV,

SCG & MWt HEE R L, a4 —2r v arl
FIRRDFIEIT L - T, BEGHEERMEE LTRETE 2.
EE 7 (SCG |2 & D RIEHET K REED B EERIR)
SCG #FIM L7z CS* OERIL, LLTO X 5 e BERG LR
MELTERBTED.

max Z v(S) - z(S)

(5,v(S))esca
sit. Va €A, Zm(S) =
S3a

2(S) € {0,1}.

©(S) 1§78 CS* ICEEMIE L, 75 TRIFAUT0 &7
5. ZOEEEHENERETIE, 20T SCG DEFEDEIT
ELL, HKOBT=— 2 O L.
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EOEN Ev A
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|| TR -
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X 2: —)b $EfERE 100 12 X 3: —v S RERE =V
EE L-BE VNI L WS

5. FFMsEER

ARETIE, BB LETiEE2 O TR S IE AR E 2 25
IR < FHRRSEBR 21TV, ZOMREETHET 5. AFmSC TR
N5 3FEERT, Pentium4 3GHz rkv¥ & 2GB A€V %
## L 7= Windows XP Professional SP2 <~ > T{T->7-. £
7o, BFECEB SN EHEGEIENENEE R 720, TIROK
Wby Y ¢dHDH ILOG CPLEX 10.1 i L7-.

5.1 SRERERTE

AT, (1) v HHFEOKE 100 ICFEEL, =—Y =
¥ MR 100 225 400 O TE IS, (i) LV—V 7D
Bex—Vxr FOEDPELWEWVWIFMAEDL L, ZHDHE
Z10 705 100 O TELSE D E VD 2 DOFBREIZBNT
ZZEI MC-nets 8 XU SCG ZF| A L CHEEEMER kA
D E RS HETOREMENES 5 EHRETo7-

FHM O 72 D OIREERSE R AN, kD X 5124 Lz, SCG
DG, LTSRS (decay distribution) 24k~ T
MEx 4k L7z [Sandholm 02]. F£7, 7o ¥ hlpxo—T =
N1 ADLRBIREEFK L, FOREICHER o TT U A
O =Yz N EBNT S, ==V M EBMLARL A
7, TP Ex—Yx MEBINTE WG EITEIER KT
L, 1 >OREEZRET S, L EOTEE#RY RS Z & TER
BOREEEZEKT 5. 72720, REBEOEGIFFTFEIRNET .
Fio, ERINTREO LT LTI, 0 1 DIjBIZEER
Hr—Vxy MIOBO—ESMIZ Lo TRESND. K
TiE, a=0.55 & L7k,

MC-nets DA, £9, SCG OFE L FEEDOFIEIZ L - T,
(S, {}) = v(S) RBA—NEART H. D%, HeEp T A
FELRTUT R bR ==Y b SEELTUIR SR
TV AL BILERS. KBRLTIE, p=02 & L.

5.2 EE

2, B 3IcznNENRE (1), (1i) 2B 5EBROMEE
AT BT — Y = v M, T h 5. F, T
& 0% 50 M OTRERGE R R EE O R0 B IR D 5 HH
REE 7y hLTWD. X2 T, =—Y = MM
FTHIZONT, BMEOHSEIXKTL TS, 2k, v—b
(E7ZHE) o, T2bb s 7 7RBTO ) — ROEKEHE
ELTWAIRIRTI, ==V FOBBEINT 212 ) —
R T Dy PORERERIZR D720 TH 5. K 3 T,
Tz NI N NVEDEEINT Do T, RIE O,
FERLTWA. ZhuE, A— OB L b7 o T — R
By DHEMBEML, BEOHENREI RO THD.
PULEOMEL, BARDZFREICEOTHEAMICHAETHS.

ELLOFERIZEBW TS, BHEHENEARBN MR 2 SCG 1T,
EIRICRAER AL TE D L WVWHHRT, MOFELIVER TS,
I 512, SCG &AW RIS R EEICIE, BEkEmE

WX ARgEEFIAT D 2 L AN AHETH B, MC-nets &
TR I AR TR TIE, BRI L OBMN Y 2RI HiBI O
FBINT B2, HFIOKIE L Oy PERS =y PO
IR T 5. Lo L, RetERidics X v fiimgic itk 4 2
BES)TlX, MC-nets 1L SCG LV HENLTWS.

Rahwan 1%, 27 = — Y xr NDOEET L IREE ST
REEOfEZ 90 LN THRAT LT VT Y XLAEREL
72 [Rahwan 07]. L7:L, ZO7 /A=Y XA O(27) HOH#
R AN L LTHESR®, RBEOHBITD—Y = MU L
THREMISEINT 5. Lo T, 207 TY XhZ KK
RMEICEAT 5 2 SIFHEEN TRV ENR B,

6. #Eim

AL TIE, MC-nets 3 KT SCG & W 5 KL B O g
FUEERIET D 2 LT, /ERE D HIXAMICRE RO
PEREE I R R & LR R TR A Z E 2R LTe. E7e,
EOFHEIZL-ThH, REMEPRIEEZMEL Z L1X NP R
HTH, V—NLOE N ETHLE, W7D e> 01Tk
LTH O(N'™) BB OB 7 v =) X MTIFEELRNZ &%
AL, RAREGHIEC LA MEORB AR LTZ. EBRORS
B, BETEEZAVD Z L TREROTIELY bIZd 0 EHEIC
fREEATED. AHBOMEL LT, ZnbofiilsicidikzH
U CHREERE T A RE 2 % < anytime 7 /L3 U XA AN E 21T
HRLT N TY RAORERFET HND.
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