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Tool use training in a rodent
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Is tool use an ability unique to humans and other primates? We suggest otherwise by demonstrating that a species of rodent,
Degu, can be trained to use a tool to obtain an otherwise out-of-reach food reward. The trajectory of the T-shaped tool, as
shown in the action of a trained Degu, resembled that of a casino dealer gathering tokens. As indicated by such tool use in
rodents, some of our higher cognition may ensue from a specific combination of a number of general talents, talents that even
rodents may possess. The difference between rodents and we humans may be that we are born to cultivate ourselves.
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