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Relevance Visualization between Sentencing and Features of Criminal Cases
Retrieved from News Articles
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We propose a system visualizing the relevance between sentencing and features of criminal cases retrieved from
news articles. In May 2009, so called" lay judge system” will be introduced in Japan. Citizens will join professional
judges in sentencing serious criminal cases. Our goal is to construct a system that could support a lay judge helping
him or her to acquire knowledge on judicial precedents of similar cases. A person without any law experience chosen
for a lay judge will need a lot of time to prepare for a trial; therefore our system could decrease the costs. A user
inputs a criminal case into our system. Our system shows a scatter plot of similar criminal cases based on features
and sentences. Therefore, it should be easier for a user to analyze the case and help to decide the sentence.
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