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Human languages are rich enough to express the same meaning in different words; we may produce different
sentences to convey the same information by choosing alternative words, phrases, or syntactic structures. We

present a novel method for acquiring lexical paraphrases expressed by parentheses.

More specifically, given a

parenthetical expression X (Y), our goal is to determine if the expressions X and Y are paraphrasable, i.e., the

expression X can be substituted with Y and vice versa.

This paper addresses the difficulty of this task by

examining various relation types expressed by parentheses in Japanese newspaper articles. We designed a classifier
based on Support Vector Machines (SVMs) that combines paraphrase likelihoods modeled by various features. The
proposed method achieved 95.7% accuracy on our evaluation corpus containing 7,887 (1,430 paraphrase and 6,457
non-paraphrase) instances found in Japanese newspaper articles.
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