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How Are Poetic Effects Evoked by Metaphor?
Toward A Cognitive Model of Metaphor Appreciation
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This paper proposes a cognitive model of metaphor appreciation, especially of how poetic effects are evoked by
metaphor. According to the proposed model, poetic effects are evoked when great processing effort caused by an
incongruity involved in a metaphor (e.g., dissimilarity between the vehicle and the topic) is rewarded by a rich
metaphorical interpretation consisting mainly of emergent features. This paper also presents two psychological
experiments on metaphor comprehension and appreciation, the result of which shows that the proposed model is
plausible but the beauty of metaphor also has a positive influence on poetic effects.
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Let us give the name poetic effect to the peculiar effect
of an utterance which achieves most of its relevance
through awide array of weak implicatures [ Sperber 95,
p.222]
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