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Intercultural Collaboration and Simultaneous Interpreting
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Simultaneous interpreting is one of the important agents to mediate intercultural collaboration. In an attempt to understand
the cognitive constraints of interpreters, this paper tries to combine interpreting studies and working memory research and
propose a theoretical framework for the process model of simultaneous interpreting. After explaining the embedded model
of working memory by Nelson Cowan as the most promising modd to account for various phenomena of simultaneous
interpreting, this paper applies the model to the small corpus of simultaneous interpreting in order to explain the load-
reduction strategies employed by interpreters and failures due to the overloading of working memory. Finally, suggestions
are made to improve the cognitive environment for interpreters.
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(FOA 1% focus of attention, LTM % long-term memory %7
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