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An automatic illustration of texts based on Relevance Theory

Takao Ishizuka

Faculty of Business Administration, Asia University

We propose a new method for automatic illustration of texts based on Relevance Theory. Generally, illustration of
texts promotes understanding of the meanings of the texts written by natural language. However, there are no tools
which convert texts into figures or diagrams because of large degree of freedom. Relevance Theory is a persuasive
hypothesis of pragmatics, and introduces the concept of labor or cost to accounting for recognition behavior of
discourses. We apply Relevance Theory to get an optimal illustration of texts. Our method quantizes information
content by the ratio of the number of old words to the number of new words in a paragraph. Old words mean words
emerging in the predecessor paragraphs. We can illustrate a tree diagram by the distribution of the information content
semi-automatically. Our method extracts paragraphs with high information by Relevance Theory. Relevance Theory is
expected to a new paradigm of text illustration norm or criterion.
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