The 20th Annual Conference of the Japanese Society for Artificial Intelligence, 2006

3D3-7
doboooboobuoobuobogooooooon

Evaluation of a Communication Tool Using Concentric Circles
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People enjoy online communication with various tools; email for one-to-one communication, mailing lists or
groupware for group communication, and weblog for WWW communication, etc. However shifting from one tool
to another is not easy. In this paper, we propose a novel communication tool called Enzin in which users can control
access permission of documents only by using drag-and-drop of icons. With Enzin, users can communicate with
individuals or groups more flexibly by changing permission at any time, even after publishing documents. Enzin
system visualizes scope of access permission by concentric circles. We try to interpret user’s behavior according to

statistics. Our goal is to measure the effectiveness of a communication tool using concentric circles.
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