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Supporting individuals with amnesia and dementia with technologies: Its results and future problems
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People with amnesia or dementia have difficulties in accessing information when needed.
It is important to develop “memory aids,” that help them easily and speedily access and
record information. However, few trials on memory aids have been reported. We have
developed various simple and non—electronic memory—aids, as well as the ones used
electronic devices, such as an IC recorder and a cell phone. With these devices,
behavioral programs of some patients were successfully decreased. In addition to these
unilateral interventions, we have also been developing bilateral communication and
assistive systems utilizing an IP telephone, in the Networked Interaction Therapy Project.
Even by these bilateral interventions, following behaviors of dementia still remain difficult
to cope with; paranoia, delusion, wearing cloths without physical assistance, retrieval of
daily recorded activities etc. Further researches are needed to resolve these programs.
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